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. TH IS Addreſs Was. calculated 00 * ne. 
minute. The idea of publication was not admitted 
by the author at the time of compoſing it. But an 


injunction which was not to be reſiſted, controuled a 


different reſolution, A vivid expreſſi on was ſougbt 


for to conceal its defetds, and to agree with the fe. 
tivity of the Seaſon. As great candour as was di. 8 


covered at the delivery will be 14 eee to make. 
a PR in the e P: 
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40 N the complete poſſeſſion of PRAC 25 LI- 
drxrr and SAFETY, we are now aſſembled, my 
beloved Countrymen, to celebrate the Birth-day of 
our Nation. -A Day ſacred to Freedom and tri- 
ö umphant Patriotiſm ! A Day, which ſixteen years 
fince, the boldeſt heart and moſt illumined mind 
| hag. not anticipated. - 3 


AMERICANS ! Yo; are now e not, | 
in 1 ſtrains, to hail the nativity of a vic- 
torious maſter, but to commemorate the glorious 
Epoch that gave ye a Government of Laws and 


not of Men; and while your ſouls dilate at the 
joy ful feſtival, ye will recollect thoſe ties which 5 


bind yet to n 9 ; and, with ſincerity, re- 


. 
: - 4 * % 


_ Iterate 3 35 virtuous pefolati6ing, chat eas, 
While they brighten the chain of union that has 
nom ranked us with the Nations of the earth. 


To aſcertain the prodiſe' tiroch under the ad- 


miniſtration of a CxclL ora CetarHAu, when Bri. 


tain and her Colonies muſt have ſeparated, might 


afford amuſement to a ſpeculative inquirer, but 
Can be of no utility now. — That the criſis was 
; precipitated is conceded—But it was not the deſ- 
potic ſtatutes of England -—It was not the haughty 

| and faſtidious manners of her officers, civil or 
LY military, which compelled the mi ighty Revolution 

; which ſevered her. Empire. 0 Theſe, did rouſe, but. 

| they could not create that unconquerable 1 
5 Which ſtimulated America to vindicate, and irre- 


vocably to fix thoſe rights, which diſtance, and 8 


ther cauſes, might, for ages, have kept indefinite, c 
dependent and precarlous.Noit was that native 


ſervid ſenſe of Freedom which our enlightened an- 
ceſtors brought with th 


learn $ojremember- thoſe violences which impelled 
their 


n and foſtered in the fo- 
reſts of America; and which; with pious care, they 


; taught their offspring never to forego. Although 
the, pPreſent age cannot forget, and poſterity; ſhall 


— 
** 1 
* 


. 
T 5 


their country to war, yet it muſt be admitted that 
the period of parting had arrived. Britiſh influence, 
and foreign arts, might have corrupted, ſilenced, 
or deſtroyed that ſpirit, which, thus early outraged, 
became invincible, gave birth to the immortal Edict, 


and all thoſe glorious cireumſtances in 1 we. 
| this day aer 


Wien 1 — hag 5 between vel the Colo- 
- nies retained a ſtrong attachment to their parent 
ſtate. The numerous memorials tranſmitted from 
every Province to that infatuated Country, remain 
the evidence of their patience and affection: But 


1 1 deaf to the voice of ſupplication, and aloof to in- 
treaty, ſhe. added indignity to wrong, until “ hu- 


” her atta 


mility was tortured into rage-”—Oppreſſion crowd- 
ed upon oppreſſion, until ſubmiſſion was criminal 
and reſiſtance became an obligation. On this auſ- 

_ picious day, and through every revolving year, 
the magnanimity exhibited”! by our country at that 
_ all-intereſting and momentous criſis, ſhall cheer 
the patriot mind, and raiſe 7 1 glow of honeſt pride. fy 
She neither heſitated nor halted, but ſacrificing _ 
ments at the ſhrine of duty -appealed 
1 to. GO and her ſword, for juſtice and ſucceſs ;—. 


e . 


6 


— 


Heaven approbated the appeal invigorated her 


councils, and pointed the road to victory That 


ſword which ſhe drew by compulſion, ſhe wore 
with honour, and, her enemies have confeſſed, hat 
ſhe ſheathed it without revenge. 


Ts this een Ren e W facrifices were 
to be made that came near the heart; and if, to 


day, your affections are called out, for the loſs of 


Fathers, Friends, and Brothers, check not the tear, 


for it is the tear of virtue. Vour conſolation is, 
that thus falling, they greatly diſcharged the ſe- 
vereſt duty of men and citizens. I mean not here 
to traverſe with you the plains of death, nor to 
reſuſcitate the ſorrows of the tomb. The altars 
of Liberty require many victims. Thoſe patriot 


ſoldiers devoted their lives to our ſafety ; their 


deaths extended the publick fame; and may the 


Wg of their country” be. immortal. 


Tun e and integrity of thoſe 3 


1 conceived and directed the meaſures which 


broke the yoke of foreign ſway, cannot be con- 


templated without admiration. The thunders of 


Albion in vain poured forth their terrors : The 


collected 


** 


collected vengeance of iin 8 put to. in- 0 
ſpire. Depravity could find no lurking place, and 
venality dared not approach the ſſeeled breaſts of 
men who ſought a hallowed fame in the reſcue 
of millions from diſtant tyranny. Poſterity muſt 
often recall the names of thoſe deliverers, and in 


copying their bright examples mem the Maden 


| road to abtauen ere 


Pu . 


8 943 


Ir is not enough, my Copntrmand MSIE it 
deciſive fiat we this day conſecrate, became. a. 


record in Heaven ; It is not enough, that victory 


and peace ſecured and confirmed our rights: It is 
not enough, that the United States embrace a ter- 
ritory equal in extent to the Roman World : It is 


not enough, that i in our Feder! and State Conſtitu- 
tions 


** 5 NOTE. $ 


; , 


'® It Fe got be rente 5 in this illuſtrious > lag 
Group, to diſtinguiſh the two characters whom the pegs! 


ple have delighted to honour, It. certainly augured well. 


to the new, united Government, that in their firſt ſetting _ | 

out they beſtowed the firſt poſts 'of honour and truſt upon $59 

- their two moſt meritorious and efficient citizens. The ſuc _ 
ceſsful negotiation with Holland, and the definitive treat) | 
of Paris will forever endear the name of JOHN ADAMS 


to the People of America. And his invaluable ſervices at _ 


home, and in Europe, continue to be remembered as: l as. | 
5 gratityde pans de e a en „ 


45 


Fl 

tions, we boaſt the freeſt Governments on earth: 
It yet remains to perfect and eſtabliſh the true 
principles of ſocial Life, Laws, Agriculture, Sci- 
ence, with all the Arts that ameliorate and multi- 
ply the human ſpecies. | 5+ 


Dux the arduous cometh 15 arms of 11 
merica were borne by men who had a country 


0 love, a property to defend, and a ſhare in e- 


nacting laws which it was their intereſt as well as 
duty to maintain. Tranquility reſtored, with joy 
her ſoldiers became retired citizens. War is 4 

difſgrace and calamity of human nature: : And for- . 
ever diſtant be the day in this country, when it 
ſhall be encouraged | as an art, and be debaſed 1 
into a trade. 


ET? | Anp here, My. dear Aſfeiates ! Permit an Ad- 
dreſs which may be conſtrued as an apology that 

your Inſtitution moſt aſſuredly does not want. — 

The ſociety hath been faulted by thoſe who never 
aw its rules, or knowing have miſconſtrued them. 


"I Canons which inculcate he duty of laying down (oy. 


an Peace arms aſſumed 7 We the publick defence.” | ' But 1 


65 Periſi the narrow Thought, the fland'rous Tongue, tel | 
J 4% Where the Heart's right, the Aion . * ene 
yy e 


Io the generous ſenſe of a grateful Country, 
vour APPEAL has been made: And do I miſtake? 
Or do I hear that Country exclaim—By the Tolls 
which cemented your Friendſhips —by the dangers 
_ entountered in the fair Fields of. Fight—by the Blood of 
our ſlaughtered, faithful Sons, who ſo greatly thought, 
and nobly dared—by the merits of uf WASHING- 

8 e! / that ye have mat offended. 


1 eie -would. Sy the Terhi pect, : 
and pleaſant the employ ment, to retrace our infant 
55 Country y... through the ſcenes. of warfare, and to 
mark her conduct under alternate Victory and 
Retreat, did not ſuch a taſł more properly become 
the Hiſtorian, than comport with this occafion. It 

is enough to ſay, ſhe ſuſfained mis fortune with con- 
ſtancy collected, ſhe met Independence and So- 
e triumphed, bur ſhe did not inſult. . 


Tas five. e . of Peace, important 

py they were, paſſed neglected; and, flying, left an 

unfortunate blank in her annals. National wiſdom 

in moſt countries hath been ſlow, in all Ptogreflive. 
America, ſpringing from the cradle of Empire, had 

| nt to a id. WY. thing, in alen legiſ- 

inan lative 


* 


Lins politicks, to experiment. Thoſe e 


which had been ſo long encouraged as political 
wiſdom the recent eſcape from the abuſes of 
monarchical eftabliſhments ; and a too fond adher- 


ence to local rule; all combined to. retard that 


efficient and united policy; which alone could have 
exalted our nation, while it would have equally diſ- 


ſeminated all the bleſſings of the ſocial compact. 


The humiliating ſituation was at length ſurmounted, 
and we now enjoy a ſyſtem of confederated, or 


rather CONSOLIDATED® government, which honeſtly 
conductec 


NOTE. . 


* 66 Ir n all our FO We ON on this Cubje&, ws kept ſtea- 


dily in our view, that which appears to us, the greateſt: 
intereſt of every true American, the Conſe olidation 75 our 
Union, in which is involved our proſperity, felicity, 


ay, ” 
perhaps, our national exiſtence, | This important conſidera- 


tion, ſeriouſly and deeply vi reſſed on our minds, led each 
State in the Convention, to 


rior magnitude, than might have been otherwiſe expected: 


e leſs rigid on points of infe- 


and thus the Conſtitution, which we now. preſent, is the 


reſult of a ſpirit of amity, and of that mutual deference and 


conceſſion which the peculiarity of our political ſituation 
rendered indiſpenſable,” - (Letter from. the Federal Cond 
tion, to the Prefedent of Congreſs, ) 1 


Whoever has read and conſidered the Conſtitution 67. by 


the United States, can be at no loſs to know where lies 


the Sovereignty ef our Nation, With Congreſs is depoſited 
theexcluſive Fower of 1 Peace and Way forming Tles⸗ 


conducted, ds command reſpect ab road, and 


1 ves to produce contentment at ume. 


' Oun public 1 are 1180 3 8 


of the laws - our legiſlative ſervants return and 


| mingle, at ſhort periods, with their fellow-citizens. 
With caution elec, but the delegation once com- 


? mitted, let us not with-hold a generous confidence 


in our Rulers. With candour paſs upon their 


deliberations, and with manly err await the 


beneficial 


| XOTE. 


kes, coining Mone  raifing and. 8 Armies and a 


Navy, calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of 
the Union, ſuppreſs Inſurrections and repel Invaſions, to e- 


ſtabliſh Rules of Naturalization, Laws of Bankruptcies, &c. 


| Our National Government has ſometimes, but moſt 
improperly, been called a Federal Republick ; for a. Federal 
1 is an aſſociation of a number of independent 
Jovereign States. Unanimity is eſſential to a Federal Re- 


11 | Publick becauſe. each State poſſeſſes ſovereign wers. 
But unanimity is not neceſſary according to our National 


Conſtitution; and it would be ruinous to have made it ſo. 
_ The greateſt Civilians have all agreed that the ſumma In- 
55 perit is indiviſible. That the Imperium in Imperio is a ſo- 
leciſm. And hiſtory and experience have made that opi- 
nion oracular, Although there exiſts in ſome inſtances a 
militation between the National and State Governments, 


yet it is preſumed, for the reaſons offered, that the expreſſion 


is true, and that we muſt be confidered as a CONSUL 
DATED, 1 not a 2 * 


12 
beneficial conſequences, preſumed to flow from 
their public acts. Many diſcordant intereſts, are 
to be accommodated.— Character, attachment, the 
; deſire of ſecuring future honours, all the 
views t hat ſtimulate the human heart, preſs upon 
the public ſervants to a faithful diſcharge of their 
national duties. The preſent ought, therefore, 


to be the period of truſt, not of ſuſpicion, ſtill 
leſs of aſperſion. Americans ! Ye have fought 


the battles of mankind—ye have here enkindled . 


that ſacred flame of Freedom, which is now expand- 
ing its warmth, and diſperſing its beams, through- 
out a great part of Europe :—Do not then ſuf- 

fer precipitation and intemperance to defeat the 
juſt expectations of the wiſe and the good, who 
have ſo often, although ſo vainly, in moſt coun- 


tries, dared to advocate the rights of man. But 5 


may your conduct and your hiſtory demonſtrate, 
that a government, free as your own, may 
be maintained without turbulence, adminiſtered 
with energy and dignity, and while it advances 
rhe happineſs of all its ſubjects, can extend. The 
glory of their Empire. N 
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Ou great tranſmarine diſtance from Eno? 


and all her ambitious, jarring, and rival infereſts, 


1 


juſtifies the expectation of long Peace. The vau-. 


able and various natural riches of the Southern 
the climate, population, and manufactures of the 

Central joined to the hardihood and enterprize 
of the Eaſtern States, form a maſs of reſource and 
ſtrength unexampled in the hiſtory of any country, 


equally young. 


Wuar ſhore have your Ships not coaſted ?*— 
And where ſwells the wave, on which your Flag 
has not been diſplayed? From the wilds of Califer-. 
nia, to the extreme domains of Aa- in Ari7ic Seas, 
and Solſtitical Clime your ſeamen have dired the 


tempeſt 


NOTE. 8 


* Any perſon that will trace the circumnavigatory route 


of the Columbia and. Waſhington, the two ſhips: fitted out at 


Boſton, by Meſh'rs BaAREL, Baown, Buriityincn, Hatch, 


&c. after being informed that one of thoſe veſſels was bur- 


thened ninety tons only, with a ſingle deck, and one maſt, 
and that they traverſed a great portion of the South and 


North Pacific Ocean ;—attends to the voyage of the ſhip 


Alliance, in 1787; and remember that there were ſeventeen 


ſail of American ſhips, lying in the road of Canton, the laſt 
ſeaſon, beſides thoſe in different ports of the Eaſt- Indies, 


will not pronounce this paragraph to be © mere flight of; e 


fancy. 


FM. 
"A. 


_ tempeſt, and provoked the ſtorm. The iſlands of 
| either India, and of every ocean, have been but 
ſtages to refreſh the dauntleſs navigators of your 
e i 


Loox throughout your now united Dominions, 
Count the variety of her important and capital 
ſtaples See labour daily becoming more pro- 
ductiveManufactures multiplying*—the Me- 
chanick Arts improving: — What then remains 


but to aſſume a national tone. To feel ourſelves 


Auxkicaxs, and to continue, as brethren of the 
ſame mighty family, to love each other, to reverence 
the laws, and to be the happieſt nation below 
the ſtars, 8 ; HE 


Note. 


From accurate inquiry it has been found, that within 
the laſt year, there was manuſaQtured in the Common- 
wealth of Maſſachuſetts, upwards of two thouſand tons of 
goods, more than was made therein in 1773. _ 
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